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1967 Malibu Sport Coupe
Owned by Les & Cindy Sutton
By Les Sutton

My wife Cindy and I purchased our 1967 Malibu Sport
Coupe on March 21, 1996 from a fellow car enthusiast in Woodstown, NJ. The seller had purchased the vehicle from a family
member of the original owners at Butler, PA. With our purchase, we became the fourth titled owners of this vehicle.
The Malibu was first viewed by me on display for sale at
Cowtown during the SJRAACA annual swap meet in 1995.
What interested me the most about the Malibu was the low mileage (37,000), the great body lines and the Tahoe Turquoise
color.
My love for older cars began as a child, when my father and I would sit on our porch in Salem, and I could
identify by model and make all the cars that went down our street in the 1950s. That sure is something that I would
never be able to do now as all the cars look the same. My first collector cars were (3) Corvettes that I had starting
back in 1977, with the last one being a 1963 Corvette convertible, 327/300HP, 4-speed, black on black with a white
convertible top with factory side exhaust. I sold this just prior to purchasing the Malibu, as my oldest daughter was
turning 17 and there was no way she was ever going to get to drive it. She had never forgiven me but has put claims on
the Malibu when I am gone.
Our Malibu was in good shape when I purchased the car. The car had been painted at least one time but it was
starting to fade. The interior with vinyl/cloth seats was certainly original and had not faded too badly. The only minor
problem with the interior was that during storage by the original owners, it appears that rodents had gotten into the
headliner in two places just above the sun visors and chewed holes in it.
The Malibu is pretty much in its original state, except for a Flowmaster dual exhaust, a Custom Autosound AM/
FM radio, BF Goodrich radial tires and Chevrolet 15x7 rally wheels. The engine is a matching numbers, 195HP, 283
Cl V-8, with a Rochester two barrel carb with two speed Powerglide transmission. The vehicle only contains two options, tinted glass and power steering. The car had a paint job in late 2013 with some minor rust repairs made on the
rear window and patches put on the bottom of the front fenders. As far as I know, the vehicle has never been in an accident. The original 14” wheels and the wheel covers remain in my garage. The interior code for our car indicates the
exterior color is Code LL (Tahoe Turquoise) and the interior code is 775 (Medium Turquoise Roncina Cloth/Medium
Turquoise Vinyl).
(Continued on Page 4)

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
DECEMBER
1

7:00 PM CLUB MEETING
Woodstown Borough Hall
6 Salem Christmas Parade
8:30 am Oak Diner, Salem
14 SJRAACA Christmas Party
2 PM-6 PM at
Tilbury VFW Post 253
20 Phillip Dr., Salem, NJ

JANUARY
5

7:00 PM CLUB MEETING
Woodstown Borough Hall
15 6:30 PM FRIENDSHIP & FOOD NIGHT OUT
7 Star Diner, 1890 Hurffville Rd (At Delsea
Dr. Rt 47), Sewell, NJ 08080
22 7:00 PM 2016 Eastern Spring Meet
Meeting at McFarland Home,
224 Hogate Blvd., Salem, NJ 08079
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SJRAACA OFFICERS

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Chuck Gibson

President: Chuck Gibson - 609-221-5435
GibsonORGNTNR@aol.com
Vice President: Gar y Gr een
Secretary: Janet Erdner
Treasurer: Edna Nor r is
Editor: Linda McFar land - 609-202-3907
sjraaca@gmail.com

The more things change, the more they stay the
same! This is a statement that deserves some careful
consideration. Which is it? Are things changing or
staying the same? In the last 4 years, our South Jersey
Region has seen changes. But, at the same time we
have reverted to “the past.” This brings up another
interesting and similar word; tradition! In South Jer*************************
sey Region, we have certain “traditions” that we care
about and want to continue year after year. The Swap
CLUB MEMBERSHIP
Meet comes to mind, Christmas party, etc! These tra SJRAACA dues are $10 per year (due by Jan 1st).
ditions have helped us grow stronger.
 Must be a member of AACA National.
My second term as your President will come to an
 Meetings are at Woodstown Borough Hall at 7 p.m.
end
this month. And the above paragraph sums those
the 1st Monday of every month except September then it is the
following Monday. Call any board member for meeting 4 years up quickly and accurately! Some didn’t like
cancellation notices during weather emergency.
my leadership style and moved on. That’s O-K. This
 CLUB WEBSITE: www.SJRAACA.com
is a democracy. Obviously the majority was pleased
There is always more to see on our Website.
and elected me for a second term. What Vice President, Gary Green and I did not expect was the total
CLUB JACKETS OR SHIRTS??
support that you, as members, gave us! All we had to
Placing a shirt & jackets order soon.
do was ask for help and a line of volunteers came forThe cost is on the members. See Linda
ward! For that, and all that you do for the South Jersey
Golf Shirts: S-XL $22; 2X & 3X $24
Region, AACA, I thank you. And I know that each of
Spring Jackets: S-XL $38; 2X $40 & 3X $42
you will bestow the same support to your incoming
Winter Jackets S-XL $60; 2X & 3X $63
President, Dave Birchmire and Vice President, Terry
Shelton.
*************************
It’s obvious that we also belong to this club beHAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
cause we enjoy and support our hobby. Look at how
other local hobbyists look to our region for their en12-19 Martin Erdner
joyment of the hobby; the swap meet, our cruise
12-23 Elizabeth Tumolo
nights and in 2016, the AACA Eastern Spring Meet
12-24 Dot Toulson
which we will host. So keep up the good work ladies
12-24 James Bowen
and gentlemen!
BIRTHDAYS NEEDED! If you haven’t
Again, thank you! I’ll still be at each meeting, but
been to a meeting lately and never gave me
at the other end of the room!
your birthday, then I don’t have it. E-mail or
Have a wonderful Christmas and Happy New
mail your birthday to me so I can make sure
Year!
I hope that Santa Clause delivers all the car
it’s in the newsletter.
parts that you need for your projects under your
Christmas tree this year!
SUNSHINE
**************
Becky Counsellor reported that everyone was well this month.
*********

2015 Dues are Due!!

AACA and SJRAACA 2015 dues are due. The
latest issue of the AACA Magazine has the renewal form. Mail $35 directly to AACA.
The South Jersey Region dues is still only $10,
what a bargain.
Give or mail your dues to Edna Norris, 410
Route 45, Mannington, NJ 08079.

CLUB
ELECTIONS

Congratulations to our new
officers.
Dave Birchmire - President
Terry Shelton - Vice President
Leon Erdner - Secretary
Edna Norris - Treasurer
Board of Directors
Janet Erdner, Gary Green
The new officer terms will begin January 2015.
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Meeting Highlights of the South Jersey Region
Monday, December 1, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by President
Chuck Gibson. Janet Erdner gave the secretary report and Edna
Norris gave the treasurer report. Both were approved and bills
were approved for payment.
A thank you note was read from Mike Torowus.
Linda McFarland reported on the newsletter and website.
John Shore reported that the audit of the books was completed and all was in order.
Doretta Scott reported on the nominating committee and
introduced the new officers for the coming year.
Swap Meet– Gary Green was not in attendance and Chuck
noted that the planning for the Swap Meet will get into high gear
in January.
Old Business: Edna Norris reported on the Lancaster Christmas
Show. All who attended enjoyed it very much.
Janet Erdner reported that the Christmas Party scheduled for
Saturday, Dec. 13th has been rescheduled for Sunday, Dec. 14th
at the Tilbury VFW Post, 20 Phillip Drive, Salem, NJ from 2 PM
to 6 PM. Cost is $20 per person paid in advance. There was discussion regarding the donation of gift cards to a needy family
with disabled children and a motion was made that the club
match the money given for the gift cards. This motion was
passed. Doretta Scott explained how the families are chosen
through the Sunshine Foundation.
New Busines: Salem Christmas Parade will be held Saturday,
December 6th Rain or Shine. The Club will be meeting for
breakfast at 8:30 am at the Oak Diner, Salem, NJ. We will park
on Rt. 49 at 4th Street for line up before the parade.
Chuck personally thanked everyone for their support the
past 4 years and then invited Dave Birchmire & Terry Shelton to
finish the meeting for the evening.
Dave Birchmire thanked everyone for voting for Terry and
himself.
Friendship & Food Night Out will be Thursday, January 15
at 6:30 PM at the 7 Star Diner, 1890 Hurffville Rd. (At Delsea
Drive), Sewell, NJ 08080.
There will be a 2016 Eastern Spring Meet meeting on Thursday, January 22nd at 7:00 PM at the McFarland home.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

ANNUAL CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY
DATE: Sunday, December 14th—2:00-6:00 PM
PLACE: Tilbury VFW 253
20 Phillip Dr.
Salem, NJ 08079
COST: $20 per person
paid in advance
$10 refunded (when you attend)
and $10 will be put toward a donation to help a needy
family with disabled children..
(There will be NO Gift Exchange).
Please send your money to Edna Norris,
410 Rt. 45, Mannington, NJ 08079

***********
FRIENDSHIP& FOOD
NIGHT OUT
Thursday, January 15th
6:30 PM
7 Star Diner
1890 Hurffville Rd.
(at Delsea Dr. Rt.47)
Sewell, NJ 08080

2016 Eastern Spring Meet
Committee Meeting

Handing over the Club
Briefcase.
Terry, Chuck & Dave

**********

SALEM CHRISTMAS PARADE
Saturday, December 6th
8:30 am Breakfast at the Oak
Diner, 113 W. Broadway,
Salem, NJ
Park on Broadway at 4th St.

Thursday, January 22, 2015
7:00 PM
At Ray & Linda McFarland’s home
224 Hogate Blvd.
Salem, NJ 08079
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Sutton’s 1967 Malibu (Continued)
Some of
the interesting
things that
came with the
car, are the
Protect-OPlate which
indicates the
original families name and the dealership in Butler, PA
AACA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
where the vehicle was delivered on May 23, 1967. We
have the original window sticker showing the vehicle was
Listed below are some upcoming National tours and
built in Baltimore, MD and sold for a whopping
meets you may be interested in attending:
$3,020.55. Also included with the purchase, are the 1967  February 12-14, 2015 AACA Annual Meeting
vehicle owners manual, a custom feature optional acces
March 6-8, 2015 Winter Meet-Puerto Rico Region
sories guide and a booklet showing all the colors for the

March 18-21, 2015 Annual Grand National &
1967 cars. As of this time, we have never lifted up the
Western Spring Dual Meets-Tucson Region
rear seats in searching for the elusive build sheet.
Future plans include a complete renovation of the

April 9-12, 2015 Southeastern Spring Meet—
interior. The hardest part so far has been locating the
Hornets Next Region, Charlotte, NC
Roncina vinyl and cloth turquoise seat covers. My

April 30-May 2, 2015 Eastern Spring Meet—
research has identified Cars, Inc. as one of the only venTidewater Region, Virginia Beach, VA
dors still fabricating turquoise seat covers in the original

May 4-6, 2015 Southeastern Divisional Tour– East
style I need.
Tennessee Region, Pigeon Forge, TN
The engine presently has 67,000 miles and will prob
May 7-9, 2015 AACA Special Meet, Auburn IN
ably be freshened up in the next year. Right now it is running smoothly with no problems, but I am toying with

June 4-6, 2015 Central Spring Meet—Kansas City
going with an electronic ignition system. The suspension
Region, Independence, Missouri
and drum braking system will be inspected in depth this

June 12-14, 2015 The Elegance at Hershey & Grand
winter and repairs made to bring it up to standard.
Ascent Hillclimb, Hershey PA
Our Malibu has not made any tours as of this time,

July 15-18, 2015 Southeastern Fall Meet, AACA 80th
but with some planned repairs we would love to join in all
Anniversary– Kyana Region, Louisville, KY
the fun of the tours.
Our intention is to keep our Malibu as stock as possi-  July 27-31, 2015 Vintage Tour—Buzzards Breath
ble. I have toyed with the idea of going back to the origiTouring Region, Lancaster, PA
nal 14” wheels put on the old hub caps and remove the

August 24-28, 2015 Western Tour—Redwood
dual exhausts. I have been presurred numerous times by
Empire Region, Northern California
friends who have told me to make a Super Sport clone out

August 30-September 4, 2015 AAA Revival Glidden
of the car. You can be sure, that this old girl will stay as
Tour—AACA Hosted, Oklahoma City, OK
she was built, a subtle Sunday afternoon cruiser.
My wife and I have only been in the club for about a  September 14-18, 2015 Founders Tour (Post ‘31
year and we have enjoyed meeting the members, swapVehicles) Canton & Meander Chapters of the Ohio
ping stories and learning how to maintain old cars.
Region, Northeast Ohio
************

October 7-10, 2015 Eastern Fall Meet—Hershey
Region, Hershey PA

November 5-7, 2015 Central Fall Meet—Lagniappe
Editor’s Note:
Chapter, Louisiana Region, Houma, Louisiana
Your car story can be here in the coming months.
Not a writer??
No problem, let me help you write the story.
I have a complete list of questions that will help.
Just email me or call.
Hope to see your story soon!
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SJRAACA CLASSIFIEDS

SJRAACA CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
1925 Model T
Doctor’s coupe with
(wagon-like) trailer.

FOR SALE 1955 Ford T-Bird -$34,000

Professionally restored body

Detailed engine/trunk

Car sand blasted and painted golden rod yellow

Restored port hole top and new black canvas top and
frame

4 new tires, new battery

No rust runs and drives nice

Continental kit available needs interior
Contact: Bill Wynne (856) 478-6103

Asking $15,000
There are also many
parts, manuals, generating coils, starters, and
a variety of other parts
& tools.
Collecting since 1959.
Contact Bill Crockford
at 609-399-7168.

************************** **************************

FOR SALE 1970 Lincoln Mark III -$8,900

Nice white paint

No rust

Vinyl top

New tires

Runs good
Contact: Bill Wynne (856) 478-6103

**************************

FOR SALE 1976 Alfa Romeo Spider $4,500 OBO

78,000 Original miles

5 speed, fuel injected

New water pump, new radiator

New fan shroud, new shocks

New convertible top with separate hard top

Runs well - Extremely fun to drive
Contact: Ray McFarland 609-202-3906
*****************************************
350 AUTO TRANSMISSION
 For Sale OR Trade - 350 Auto Transmission with
Pontiac bolt up.
Call Dave at 856-542-0569

FOR SALE - 1930 Ford Model A 170B Blindback
4 Door Sedan
 Asking $7,500 OBO
 Nice Complete Original Car
Contact: John (856) 468-5107
*********************************

FOR SALE - 1988 Lincoln Town Car $7,950 (negotiable)
 302 V-8 with overdrive transmission that delivers
great MPG!
 Runs and drives very well with 53000 miles.
 Light Sandalwood with matching leather interior.
 Cold A/C, new tires and brakes.
 Great tour car or HPOF. $7950.00 (negotiable)
Contact Chuck Gibson, (609) 221-5435 or
GibsonORGNTNR@aol.com.
South Jersey Region AACA
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THE 2014 FOUNDERS TOUR - NEW JERSEY
By Fran Shore - SJRAACA member and BBTR member

New Jersey was the state and the Buzzard’s Breath Touring Region was the host.

The lovely welcome entrance created by Sue Birchmire

Co-chair Judy Fischer at the registration table.

We got off to a beautiful tour with weather (ok, a bit of wetness), driving directions and friendliness of
the Buzzard’s Breath Touring Region members. The New Jersey members were chairing along with committee people from New Jersey with a few other states represented on the committee with just one year to
plan and present the 2014 Founders Tour. The entire region which is non-geographic came forth in terrific
style with food and auction gifts for the hospitality room. There were people from the states of New York,
Pennsylvania, Texas, North Carolina, New Jersey, Virginia, Ohio, Georgia, Lousiana, Florida, Oklahoma,
Alabama, New Hampshire, Delaware, Mississippi, and Michigan on this tour that took us from the lowest
sea level of New Jersey-the Cape May Lighthouse area to the highest point of sea level in New Jersey,
High Point State Park towering monument. It was fascinating for all to observe the difference in topography, home styles, farmlands, and bustle of larger towns and even the capitol city of Trenton. From the
soothing view of the ocean’s waves to the hustle of traffic in more populated areas, we drove our antique
vehicles, ate deliciously throughout the state and enjoyed the fun time with some awesome information
about this state and what variety it has.
There were five couples who have enjoyed the touring fun of driving all 26 of the AACA Founders
Tours. They are Ray & Judy Fischer of New Jersey, Marty Roth from Louisiana, Gene & Marilyn Roy
from Florida and Clifford & Martha Phipps from Iowa.

Cape May Lighthouse

High Point Monument
South Jersey Region AACA
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2014 Founders Tour (Continued)

Buzzard Breath Region members from the South Jersey Region who were involved were Chuck & Joyce
Gibson, (co chairs with the Fischers), Sue Birchmire, who created a beautiful hospitality room, Janet Erdner
who planned the banquets and as one tour person said: “presented the most beautiful rooms and tables she has
ever seen for a
banquet”, and Linda
McFarland who presented a PERFECT
book for the participants with explicit
driving directions.
Fran Shore did the
communications with
the Buzzard Region
members on this tour,
Sue Birchmire in front
Joyce & Chuck Gibson Eric Marsh watched
Of the 45+ auction baskets
Judy Fischer
the pocketbook and
Wayne Burgess did
the photography of the wonderful dual photos of the Cape May Lighthouse and High Point Monument with
each car in the foreground and then given as a gift to each driver. Brenda Shore Kaiser, President of the
Buzzard’s Breath Touring Region, was so proud of the work done by this committee and the membership of
this region that provided the treats and the planning.

Fran Shore at
Naval Air Station
Wildwood

Jeff Day’s Car
and Carriage
Collection

Sights that were enjoyed and appreciated were the two Air museums, one in Millville and the one in Cape May (The Naval Air
Station Museum), the well done Cape May Zoo, the unbelievable
Carriage Museum of
Jeff Day - and we
are the last group that
will ever see this, the
lovely Fall drive up
to High Point State
Park, Space Farms
and its interesting
Jones Home
animals and display
of cars and toys, the
Martin Erdner, Gary Green, Terry Shelton,
truck collection of
Bonnie Green. At Naval Air Station Wildwood
Gary Mahan—who
knew there were such
amazing antique trucks in that garage?

GaryMahan’s
Mac Truck Collection
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Then to Atlantic City where an awed group of Founders Tour folks learned about the organ, the pipes
and the console in Boardwalk Hall. They were fascinated and surprised and interested that a Buzzard member Chuck Gibson was an important part of this restoration project. It made it all so personal.

Chuck Gibson giving everyone a behind the
scenes tour of the organ restoration

The enormous organ console on the Boardwalk
Hall stage.

A last stop was made at the Firefighters Museum and then a final time together at the closing banquet.
We feasted at great and interesting coffee stops, had lunches among antique carriages, in a firehouse with
warming chili after a cold morning at High Point and ate a lunch in Boardwalk Hall with a concert from the
largest pipe organ in the world.
What a tour! The end of October and the end of the AACA Touring season was a sparkling one with the
lows and the high levels of this interesting state of New Jersey.

Several South Jersey
Region Members came to
the aid of one of the
Founder’s Tour participants. Pat and Jack
Armstrong of New Hampshire, were so grateful for
those members who stayed
behind the day we traveled
to High Point. Jack’s ‘68
Mustang stalled and some
of our members were able
to get him going again.
Those members who
helped out were Chuck
Gibson, Gary Green, Terry Shelton, Dave Birchmire and Martin Erdner. AACA Tour Director Mike Jones
also helped out. Of course the wives were all there for support. That day was so rainy and cool but they
stayed until they got him running again. They missed their photo opt at the High Point Monument and took
their own photos. Those of us who had gone on to the lunch stop began to worry when the group did not
show up. After placing a call to some of our missing members, we made sure the group didn’t miss the great
lunch prepared by the Beemerville Fire Company. The warm chili and hot cobbler was definitely what this
group needed after standing out in the rain.
Great work South Jersey Region!
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