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SUNSHINE FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS

Our club had the wonderful privilege of giving 4 children and their families, a very special Christmas this year.
We gave each family gift cards in the amount of $400. The family’s requested what stores they wanted their gift
cards from. Below are the photos and comments from each family.

Thank you to everyone who made this possible for these families.

Gabriella is from Egg Harbor City, NJ Her mom wrote the following:

"First, I would like to thank everyone at SJRAACA for their incredible generosity.

You truly made my daughter’s Christmas so special. Gabriella had the best time being able to shop for herself and
choose the things she has been wanting.

Having control of her own shopping trip was such a joy for her, and she absolutely loved every minute of it.

She walked into Walmart, grabbed a shopping cart, and immediately took off toward the toy section.

She spent hours going up and down the aisles, carefully picking out toys she’s always dreamed of and proudly
filling her cart.

Here are some of her favorite toys she picked out that day, with her absolute favorite being her Stitch animatronic.
She carries it around with her all day and can sit for hours talking to it and playing with it.

We are beyond grateful—thank you for creating such a magical and unforgettable experience for her!”

(Continued on Page 4)
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SIRAACA OFFICERS
President: Frank Maurer-856-469-3181
sjraacapresident@gmail.com
Vice President: Edward Counsellor-856-362-0001
Secretary: Mary Maurer-609-221-6600
Treasurer: Chuck Gibson - 609-221-5435
Editor/Webmaster: Linda McFarland - 609-202-3907
224 Hogate Blvd., Salem, NJ 08079
sjraaca(@gmail.com

Board Member - Terry Shelton - tshelton016@gmail.com
Board Member - Michelle Hamilton— 856-535-1632
Board Member - Don Symonds— 609-410-4932

Board Member - Tom Peterson—=856-655-5333

Past President - Ron W. Scott —856-629-6085

Sunshine - Bonnie Green - 856-575-5547
Membership— Doretta Scott—856-981-3134
MaryAnn Homola-814-243-5271
Swap Meet - Ed Fuller - 857-297-4025
Website - Linda McFarland - 609-202-3907

Questions?? Feel free to contact any officer or board member
and they will be glad to help.
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP

« SJRAACA dues are $20 per year (due by Jan 1st).

« Must be a member of AACA National.

. Meetings at the First Baptist Church, 117 S. Main St.,
Woodstown, NJ at 7 p.m. the 1st Monday of every month
except July.September,October & December. Those Meetings
are July (At our Picnic), September 14 because of Labor Day,
October 12 (Because of Hershey) and December (at our
Christmas Party) Call any board member for meeting
cancellation notices during weather emergency.

. CLUB WEBSITE: www.SJRAACA.com

There is always more to see on our Website.
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CLUB JACKETS OR SHIRTS??

Shirt & jackets orders placed any time.
The cost is on the members. See Linda
Mens Golf Shirts:S-XL$28; 2X & 3X-$29
Ladies Golf Shirts: same as above

Spring Jackets: S-XL $60; 2X&3X $64
Winter Jackets S-XL Call for price
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2-6 Don Symonds
2-8 Ed Fuller

2-8 JoAnn Bergman
2-12 John Tumolo
2-17 Annette Scott
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SUNSHINE - Bonnie Green
reported that she sent a get well
card to Mary Jane Shipman.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Frank Maurer

Happy February, SJRAACA family! “{
While it might still be cold outside, the
garages are heating up.

We know many of you are busy with winter builds and
maintenance to get ready for the 2026 show season.
Send us an email with a photo of your current 'work-in-
progress' we’d love to see what’s under the hood this

month!
4

Whether you’re planning a romantic sunset cruise or
just spending some quality 'garage time' this Valentine's
Day, we hope you’re enjoying the ride.

Don't forget our Swap Meet March 22nd.

Stay warm and keep wrenching.

They say February is the month of love, and we
all know where our hearts truly lie—
= under a hood or behind the wheel!

Warmly,
Frank
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FROM YOUR EDITOR

Hello from behind my computer!
Wow this certainly has been an interesting
January. Crazy weather! Can’t wait for
spring. Hope you enjoy this newsletter.
I know many of you are getting those
favorite rides ready for the spring.
Don’t forget to tell all your friends about our upcoming
Swap Meet on March 22nd. The flyer is in this
newsletter.
We had a great Friendship & Food at the Hollywood
Diner. 30 folks attended and the service was great.
Don’t forget to send me those articles. Always need
something new for folks to read.

Linda
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FRIENDSHIP & FOOD

NIGHT OUT
Thursday, February 19th
6:00-6:30 PM
BLUEBIRD DINER
231 N. Broadway (Rt.49)
Pennsville, NJ
PLEASE RSVPTO
MARY MAURER
ma.maurer@comecast.net

IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND

February 2026
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South Jersey Region
Events & Activities

FEBRUARY

2 - 7:00 PM CLUB MEETING—TFirst Baptist Church,
117 Main Street, Woodstown, NJ
19 - 6:00-6:30 PM FRIENDSHIP & FOOD NIGHT OUT
Blue Bird Diner Restaurant, 231 N. Broadway (Rt.49)
Pennsville, NJ 08070
MARCH
2 - 7:00 PM CLUB MEETING—TFirst Baptist Church,
117 Main Street, Woodstown, NJ
19 - 6:00-6:30 FRIENDSHIP & FOOD NIGHT OUT
To be announced
21 - 8:30 AM SWAP MEET WORKER BREAKFAST
Woodstown Diner, 16 East Ave., Woodstown NJ
22 - 5:00 AM - SWAP MEET—WORKERS PLEASE ARRIVE

EARLY
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS OF SOUTH JERSEY REGION
January 5, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Frank
Maurer. Members stood for the Salute to the Flag.
The minutes from the Christmas Party meeting were read and
approved.
Chuck Gibson presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report was
approved.
Sunshine Report - Bonnie Green reported: - Janet Erdner will

undergo a skin graft next week. - MaryJane Shipman fell and broke

her hip; she is now home recovering. - Mike and Maryann were
home with COVID over the New Year holiday.

President Maurer asked if there were any guests or new members in
attendance: - Jim Parave introduced himself, stating he owns a 1931

Model A pickup and is Bob Bowling’s apprentice. — Scarlett

Perdikousis, as a junior member, was unable to attend. Scarlet was

approved for membership.
In Old Business:

Linda McFarland reported that 62 people attended the Christmas

Party.

Ron Scott reported that all four recipients of the club’s Sunshine
donation sent thank-you notes and photos. Each family received
$400 for Christmas.

Linda McFarland stated that the photos will be published in the next

newsletter.
In New Business:

e  Gary Green reported that 1,500 flyers were packed and mailed.

He encouraged members to spread the word about the Swap
Meet and related websites.

e Ron Scott reported on the Glidden Tour, which will be held this

year in Dover, DE and hosted by the AACA President and
Board. Organizers are working to keep costs low, plan

numerous activities, and limit driving to less than 100 miles per

day.
e  Terry Shelton noted that Carl Constantino was scheduled to

provide an update on the Frank Todd Memorial Show, but did

not attend.

e A motion to approve the annual donation of $500 to the AACA

Library Endowment Fund was approved.

e A motion to approve the President’s expenses for the National

Convention was approved.
Committee Formation
President Maurer discussed forming committees to better share
responsibilities:
Membership Committee: Doretta Scott, Maryann Homola

AACA NATIONAL DUES is past due
If you haven't paid your $45 National dues yet, please get
on line at aaca.org and pay on line or call them at
717-534-1910

SOUTH JERSEY REGION DUES $20 IS DUE NOW
Please pay Chuck Gibson at our January meeting or mail
him a check to
691 Willow Grove Rd.

Monroeville, NJ 08343

Hospitality Committee: Linda McFarland, Annette Scott.

Frank Maurer and Ed Counsellor will chair the car show committee.
We are still in need of volunteers for the Budget Committee.
Additional Discussion

It was discussed that car show trophies may be awarded in
various categories in honor of deceased loved ones, provided
by the family.

It was suggested that the Car Cruise at Jeremiah’s have a rain
date. Frank Maurer will speak with Jeremiah about using the
following Wednesday as a rain date.

Gary Green reported having Franklin Mint/Danbury prizes that
could be given out at cruises. Any car owner will be given a
ticket when they arrive and Ed Counsellor will call ticket
numbers, a winning ticket will be drawn at the end of the
evening.

Chuck Gibson and Michelle Hamilton discussed the possibility
of organizing a tour in 2027, potentially in late June after
school is out. An application would be required to request a
$5,000 donation from National. Chuck Gibson will follow up
with National and report back with additional details.

There being no further business, a motion was made and approved
to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary R. Maurer

SWAP MEET IS COMING!
We need everyone’s help!
We have a job for you.

Come out for our Swap Meet Set Up on
Saturday, March 21st.
Breakfast on the Club at 8:30 am
At the Woodstown Diner.

Then we will all go to the Fairgrounds
For set up.

There is something for everyone!
Placing small signs on buildings
Placing plastic bags in trash cans
Helping to mark out buildings & tailgate
with chalk
Many hands makes the jobs go quickly.

SWAP MEET DAY March 22nd
Please arrive early S AM
We need folks to help collect parking
donations at the gate.
We need help checking on the
rest rooms.
For those who cannot arrive early we will
need help with clean up
late morning and afternoon.

February 2026
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Sunshine Foundation Christmas (Continued)
Avah—Is from Millville, NJ, Her mother wrote the following:

"Thank you so much for this! Avah and I greatly appreciate it! She was a very happy girl!! "

Leilani—is from Ocean City, New Jersey

Mom wrote: "Thank You So Much For The Gift Cards!!! Thank You For Making Leilani’s Christmas this year
Great and Wonderful. She is Very Happy And Is Thankful for What you have done. Thank You So Much And
God Bless You!"

Steven—is from Woodstown, New Jersey
Mom wrote: "Hi! We are so grateful for the gift cards! Christmas was amazing. Steven loved his gifts. We had
a rough year with medical bills and therapies so this was an amazing blessing. Here are some pictures! "
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MR. COMMONSENSE
(A FACEBOOK Article Copied with Permission)

| was one button press away from destroying an old man's life. The code
enforcement officer was on speed dial. A lawsuit threat was already drafted in my
head. | was ready to crush him.

Then | stepped into his garage and saw my thirteen-year-old son holding a
blowtorch. My heart forgot how to beat.

We live in Silver Creek Estates. You know the kind: chemically perfect lawns, trash
cans concealed behind matching beige lattice, and a HOA email within twenty
minutes if your garage door dares to stay open too long. It's a neighborhood of
enforced silence, gigabit fiber, and relentless, suffocating perfection.

| belonged here. Senior VP at a tech consulting firm. Fourteen-hour days staring at
three 4K monitors, shuffling digital assets, always one misfired email from tanking
the stock price. Soft hands. Italian suits. Life insured to the hilt.

Then there was Mr. Miller.

The anomaly. The only house on the cul-de-sac untouched since the Reagan years.
Permanent oil stains on the driveway. Dandelions defying the lawn service. Garage
door perpetually open, leaking Creedence Clearwater Revival and the grind of metal into our sterile quiet.

My son Ethan had been vanishing every afternoon for two weeks.

Ethan is "complex"—the word the school counselors prefer. Severe anxiety, ADHD, sensory processing issues. Wi-Fi drops
trigger meltdowns. Routine changes spark panic. We've spent a small fortune on therapists, noise-canceling headphones,
and tablets to keep him steady.

When the HOA's "Final Notice of Violation" landed—citing Mr. Miller's "Unauthorized Commercial Activity and Noise"—and |
realized Ethan wasn't in his room, rage took over.

| crossed the street, the crumpled notice clenched like a grenade. | was prepared to lecture about property values, child
safety, the sanctity of our pristine community. The protective modern parent shielding his fragile son from a chaotic relic.

| stormed up the cracked driveway, past a rusted transmission. The smell hit first: gasoline, sawdust, WD-40, old coffee.
The scent of actual work. Of 1975.

"Miller!" | barked, rounding into the garage. "I've told you to stay away from my—"The sentence died.

It wasn't a chop shop. It was a shrine to mechanical history. Pegboard walls organized with thousands of tools, each in its
place. Shelves heavy with carburetors, vintage radios, old lamps.

Under a single buzzing fluorescent, three boys stood around an engine block pulled from some long-forgotten swamp.
One was the kid down the block, recently suspended for fighting. Another was the quiet boy who avoided eye contact.
And Ethan.

My son—who recoiled from the "slimy" texture of mashed potatoes—was coated in black grease to his elbows. He gripped a
heavy torque wrench clamped to a stubborn bolt. No meltdown. No rocking. No desperate search for his iPad. He was biting
his lip, eyes narrowed in fierce concentration I'd never witnessed.

Mr. Miller, built like weathered granite, perched on a rolling stool in ancient coveralls. He didn't glance at me. His attention
stayed on my son.

"Easy, son," he said, voice low and gravel-steady. "Don't force it. Force it and you'll strip the head. Feel the metal yield.
Listen to the steel."

Ethan exhaled slowly, closed his eyes for a beat, then leaned in with deliberate pressure.
Creak. Snap.
The bolt gave. (Continued on Page 6)
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Mr. Commonsense (Continued)

"l got it!" Ethan burst out, face splitting into a smile that broke something inside me. A genuine, unguarded smile. "Mr. Miller,
| got it loose!"

"Good work, kid," Miller grunted. "Now check the gasket. Cracked? We make a new one. We don't replace. We repair."

| stood frozen, the HOA letter suddenly heavy and absurd in my hand. The garage wasn't chaos. It was rhythm. Purpose.
The sound of things being mended.

Miller finally looked up. Eyes that had seen wars, hard winters, harder times. He watched the fight drain out of me, replaced
by bewilderment.

"You here to take him?" he asked. No fear of me or the HOA. Just quiet fatigue.
"l... got a letter," | muttered, slipping the paper behind my back. "They say you're running a business."

He gave a dry chuckle. "Business? Haven't seen a dollar in twenty years. These boys drag their broken junk here. | show
'‘em how to fix it."

He rose—taller than I'd realized—wiped his hand on a rag, and extended it. | hesitated, then shook. His grip swallowed my
soft office palm. Rough. Real. Terrifying in its honesty.

"Your boy," he said quietly, so Ethan couldn't hear, "he ain't broken."
"He has severe anxiety," | whispered, defensive. "He needs structure. Control."

"He's bored," Miller said plainly. "Brain running wide open, and you've got him parked in front of screens in a padded room.
He needs resistance. Needs to feel his hands change the world. Needs to learn that when something breaks, you don't toss
it. You fix it."

| looked at Ethan. He was laughing with the other boys, comparing grease streaks like battle scars. They were a crew. For
years I'd tried to medicate and manage him into fitting the mold.

Miller had handed him a wrench and a reason.

"We live in a throwaway culture," Miller said, gazing at the identical, manicured houses beyond the open door. "We toss
toasters, cars, people when they don't perform. But nothing's unfixable. Not with patience. Not with grit."

| stared at the notice. "Visual nuisance." "Unauthorized gathering."
| walked to the scrap-metal drum in the corner and dropped the paper in.

"Do you..." | cleared my throat, feeling foolish in my tailored suit and polished shoes. "Think the carburetor on my '69
Camaro is worth saving? Been under a tarp in storage fifteen years. Wife wants it scrapped.”

Miller's grin cracked his face open, shedding years. "Bring it over. But you sand the rust yourself. | ain't your maid, and this
ain't charity."

| stayed two hours. Ruined my loafers. Stained my dress shirt with 10W-30. Didn't check email once.

Walking home at sunset, Ethan didn't reach for his phone. He moved with a new confidence, hands blackened with honest
work.

"Dad?" "Yeah, bud?" "Tomorrow we're fixing the chain on the neighbor's bike. Mr. Miller says it's shot, but we can re-link it if
we heat it right."

"Sounds good." "Dad?" "Yeah?"
"I'm not scared there. My chest doesn't get tight. The noise... it makes sense."
| pulled him close, grease and all, hugging harder than | had in years.

We've engineered a world of effortless convenience: dinner by thumbprint, meetings in pajamas, instant everything. But in
chasing "smart" and "clean," we've forgotten the medicine of dirt under fingernails. We've swapped workshops for safe
spaces and wonder why our kids shatter so easily.

We raise a generation afraid of failure because they've never learned failure is just a stripped bolt—you back it out, lube it,
try again.

The HOA sent another notice yesterday. Demanding the "unauthorized gatherings" stop.
| replied: It's not a gathering. It's a classroom. If you object, come over. We'll show you how to fix your perspective.
This weekend I'm skipping golf. I'm buying real tools. Because it turns out I'm the one most in need of repair.

Thank you to Mr. Commonsense for allowing us to share this story.
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SALEM COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

th ANNUAL SWAP MEET & CAR CORRAL
5 t Sunday, March 22, 2026 Rain or Shine

735 Harding Highway (US Route 40), Woodstown, NJ

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
NO REFUNDS & NO PETS
Show Time: Sunday 8am-3pm
Vendor Set-up: Sunday Gam-8am

Covered Spaces ;: 10' x 12'
Tailgate Spaces : 12' x 35'
Automotive Related ftems Only

Car Sales are in CAR CORRAL
only. Ne soficiting or car sales

In the parking lot or vendor area.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ed Fuller: 856-297-4025 / njswapmeset@gmail.com

Chuck Gibson: 609.221.5435 /¢

Please Print Clearly
Company Nama ___

Name

Day of Show: 609.2

Phone

permits. All V.

marchandise an
the same space &

5 Previcals year,

TAILGATERS WELCOME! We
average over 350 vendors each
year! There's pienty of parking

space available and polics vill be

directing traffic flow

re responsil
rash. We will attempt 1o ghve you

pavment is

receved by March 14, 2026

If vou want confirmation send self-addressed stamped envelope

Addross

City

Email Acdress

Swap Meet Toilgate Space - $40.00
Number of Lailjale spaces

Talgals Subforal §
Covarediindoor Spaces - $345

# cavered # indoor
Maoe! Spaces Sublotal §

Car Corral Space - $20.00
Mumier of spaces
Corral Subtotal §

Ingide “D" Building - $60.00
Number of speoes
D Giag Subtefal §

_Slate _Zip _

Food Vendor Spaces - $100.00

Number of spaces
Vandor Subtofal §
NO REFUNDS

Make check out to SJRAACA

Mail form with check or
money order 10:
Ed Fuller
RO, Box 42
Woodstown, NJ 08098

0N DAY OF SWAP MEET
ALL SPACES ARE $50.00

Online ragistration and all
major credit cards accepted

Total Amt enclosed §

via PayPal on our welbsits

at wvow.siraaca. com
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South Jersey Region AACA 7




SJRAACA CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE - 1930 FORD MODEL A COUPE $9,000

* Nice original body &
parts

e Rebuilt 4 cyl. Motor

e $9,000/0bo

Contact: John 856-468-5107
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FOR SALE—1940 Buick Super Sport Coupe Street Rod

e Model 56S Style 40-4527C

e 350 auto, air cond, power
steering & breaks

o Mileage 25,858 miles

e $32K0BO

Contact: Mary Wigmore

856-271-6831
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FOR SALE - 1990 Mercury

Cougar XR7 $3,500

o 3.8L Supercharged Engine

e Oneowner car

e  One of 2000 made

e Moon Roof

e Interior good (Headliner
missing)

e 132,000 miles

Contact: Scott 609-364-0986

e i"a
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Need Automotive Batteries.
Call Ed Counsellor
For Precision Batteries 856-362-0001

SJRAACA CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE—1948 FORD WOODIE WAGON $39,500
e $39,500 B
Runs & Drives good
Rebuilt flathead
New Coker Tires
Lebaron Bonnie 3
seat interior
Contact: John 856-468-5107

k %k k k ok k k ok k k %k k k ok k k ok k %k k k k ok k ok *k ¥k

FOR SALE - ‘28-'31 FORD MODEL A
PARTS

e Radiators $100

e Fenders $100-$300

e Frames $500

e Bumpers $100

e Misc. parts

Contact: John 856-468-5107
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FOR SALE: 1984 CORVETTE

e  Cross-Fire Fuel-Injected V8 Engine

e 4-speed manual
transmission

e 77,840 MILES

e Exterior: Gray (Metallic)
Interior: Leather Seats in
Dark Red

e Includes Standard and Transparent Roof Panels

Price $8,500

Call Eileen 856-691-7403
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FOR SALE: 1955 FORD THUNDERBIRD $30,000
e 54,000 MILES

e Soft top only

e  Price $30,000
Contact: Carol Nadley
609-287-0067
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FOR SALE: 1960 CHEVROLET 348 ENGINE $1,000

e 250HP
e Engine was running before it was stored inside for several
years

e Asking $1,000.00
Contact: Ken 609-706-4902
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FOR SALE: 1987 CORVETTE ENGINE $800

e Has approx. 80,000 miles

e Was in running condition when pulled out

e Engine has been stored inside for several years
e Asking $800

Contact: Ken 609-706-4902
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12th AACA Sentimental Tour
1928-1958 vehicles only
June 14 - 19, 2026
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania

Tour Chair: Don Barlup
Pullman1914@aol.com, 717-877-4766

Tour Registration: Marilyn Lewis
lewisfmjk@yahoo.com, 618-295-3384

SOUTHERN REGIONAL CENTES

SlEMMANUEL § 222 .
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L ocevcck comfimmorumCorcefouraation

Our Club is continuing to collect non
perishable food items at our meetings and
also our Cruise Nights.

PLEASE BE SURE YOUR ITEMS DATES

HAVE NOT EXPIRED. THEY CANNOT
GIVE OUT FOOD WITH EXPIRED DATES.
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AACA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Listed below are some upcoming National tours and

meets you may be interested in attending:
2026

February 5-7 Annual Convention/National
Awards, Chantilly, Virginia

March 19-21 Special Nationals, Guaynago,
Puerto Rico

March 26-28 Winter Nationals, Cartersville, GA

April 9-11 Southeastern Spring Nationals,
Charlotte, NC Hornets Nest Region

April 23-25 Annual Grand Nationals/Western
Spring Nats, Las Vegas Region

May 28-30 Eastern Spring Nationals, Indiana,
PA Shannock Valley Region

June 11-13 Southeastern Fall Nationals, Oak
Ridge, Tennessee, Volunteer Region

June 15-19 Sentimental Tour, Mechanicsburg,
PA Pontiac/Oakland Worldwide Region

July 23-25 Central Spring Nationals, Green Bay
Wisconsin

August 5-8 Southeastern Divisional Tour (Up to
2001) Flat Rock, N.C. NC Region Little Detroit
Chapter

August 19-22 Annual Grand Nationals/Zenith
Awards, Allentown, PA

September 9-14 Founders Tour (1932-2001)
Williamsburg, VA Historic VA Peninsula Region
September 20-26 Revival AAA Glidden Tour
(Pre-1943), Dover Delaware

October 6-9, 2026 Eastern Fall Nationals,
Hershey PA Hershey Region

2027

April 8-20, 2027 Southeastern Spring Nationals
Charlotte, N.C. Hornets Nest Region

July 22-24 Central Spring Nationals, New Ulm,
Minnesota—Minnesota Region
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SOUTH JERSEY REGION ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE

CLUB OF AMERICA
-, . -
e February Headlights =
FEBRUARY
2 - 7.0{)117’1\1<I/IC.LUB MEETING—First Baptist Church, o Sunshine Foundation Christmas
ain Street, Woodstown, NJ
19 - 6:00-6:30 PM FRIENDSHIP & FOOD NIGHT OUT . . Pgl&d
Blue Bird Diner Restaurant, 231 N. Broadway (Rt.49) 0 Presidents & Editor Notes Pg 2
Pennsville, NJ 08070 ¢ Events & Activities Pg 3
MARCH ¢ Mr. Commonsense Pg 5&6
2 - 7:00 PM CLUB MEETING—First Baptist Church, ¢  Swap Meet Flyer Pg7
117 Main Street, Woodstown, NJ 0 Classifieds Pg 8
19 - 6:00-6:30 FRIENDSHIP & FOOD NIGHT OUT ¢ Newsfrom AACANat'l Pg9
To be announced
21 - 8:30 AM SWAP MEET WORKER BREAKFAST
Woodstown Diner, 16 East Ave., Woodstown NJ
22 - 5:00 AM - SWAP MEET—WORKERS PLEASE ARRIVE
EARLY
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